
 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

● Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
● Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
● Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

● application of number; 
● communication; 
● improving their own learning and performance; 
● ICT; 
● problem-solving; and 
● working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Year 12 Options 2021

Dear Year 12 Pupil and Parent,

This booklet has been designed to help you make the most appropriate
decisions for you. It will help you choose your options for Key Stage 5, and will build on the work
you have completed during careers lessons in year 12, as well as the independent advice you
have received from the careers service.

Options time is often a period when students feel anxious about the decisions they have to
make. This is perfectly normal. Do not panic, make sure you avail of all the help at hand. Many
people will offer advice and information about which subjects to choose, from careers advisers,
subject teachers and careers teachers to friends and family members. Listen carefully, do your
own research and choose options that interest and motivate you. Remember, there are lots of
exciting opportunities ahead, it is up to you to make the most of these.

Some useful websites when conducting your research are:
https://www.ulster.ac.uk
https://www.qub.ac.uk
www.ucas.com
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/information-and-services/education
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/a-levels/choosing-your-a-levels-what-you-need-to-co
nsider
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/student-advice/what-to-study/choosing-a-levels

Careers Service NI

Our school Career Advisor is Charlene Miller. Careers Advisors are employed by the Department
of Economy and are available to offer impartial advice to all students in St. Ciaran’s College. To
book an appointment with the advisor please contact the Careers Department or alternatively:

Careers Service Omagh
Department for the Economy
JABO Omagh
7 Mountjoy Road
Omagh, BT79 7BB
Tel: 028 6634 3245

Mr McManus will be available throughout this process to offer additional advice and support.
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Year 10 Options 2021 

 

Dear Year 10 Pupil and Parent, 

This booklet has been designed to help you choose your options for Key 
Stage 4, and will build on the work you have completed during careers lessons in year 10. 
Options time is often a period when students feel worried about the decisions they have to 
make. This is perfectly normal. Do not panic, make sure you avail of all the help at hand. Many 
people will offer advice and information about which subjects to choose, from careers advisers, 
subject teachers and careers teachers to friends and family members. Listen carefully, do your 
own research and choose options that interest and motivate you. Remember, there are lots of 
exciting opportunities ahead, it is up to you to make the most of these. 

 

Some useful websites when conducting your research. 

www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/11-19-your-learning-and-career-options 

www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/gcse/choosing-your-gcses 

www.studential.com/GCSE/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options 

 

Careers Service NI 

Our school Career Advisor is Charlene Miller. Careers Advisors are employed by the Department 
of Economy and are available to offer impartial advice to all students in St. Ciaran’s College. To 
book an appointment with the advisor please contact the Careers Department or alternatively: 

Careers Service Omagh 
Department for the Economy 
JABO Omagh 
7 Mountjoy Road 
Omagh, BT79 7BB 
Tel: 028 6634 3245 
 

Mr McManus will be available throughout this process to offer additional advice and support. 
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Biology 
The CCEA GCE Biology specification gives students 
a deeper knowledge of the organisms that share 
our planet, learning about how organisms are built, 
how they function and how they interact with each 
other and their surroundings. They also appreciate 
how society makes decisions about scientific 
issues and how the sciences contribute to the 
success of the economy and society. 

 

 

 

 
​For more information visit  : 

GCE Biology (2016) | CCEA 

 

Content/Assessment 

The specification has the following units :  
● Unit AS 1: Molecules and Cells 
● Unit AS 2: Organisms and Biodiversity 
● Unit AS 3: Practical Skills in AS Biology 
● Unit A2 1: Physiology, Co-ordination and Control, and Ecosystems 
● Unit A2 2: Biochemistry, Genetics and Evolutionary Trends 
● Unit A2 3: Practical Skills in Biology 

Skills Developed 

Students develop competence and confidence in skills such as independent learning; creative thinking; 
using mathematics and problem solving.  

Students acquire and develop skills that are valued in further and higher education, as well as in the 
workplace. These include analysis, evaluation and research. Students also develop an ability to 
understand complex processes, along with practical skills such as using a microscope, carrying out 
fieldwork and handling apparatus. 

Career Pathways 

Science and Research ; Medicine and Healthcare ; Agriculture ; Sport and Fitness ; Engineering ; 
Emergency services. 

Art & Design
The CCEA GCE Art and Design specification develops
in-depth knowledge and understanding of art and
design through research and practical activities,
intellectual capabilities, and independent approaches to
learning.

Content/Assessment

In the AS units, students develop their creative process in response to a theme. They explore concepts,
and develop knowledge, skills and techniques, including drawing. They present a portfolio and resolve
their learning into a personal response. Students who continue to A2 undertake a more focused
investigation based on a given theme. This takes the form of both written and practical investigations,
which are followed by producing an outcome. The specification has four units:

● Unit AS 1: Experimental Portfolio
● Unit AS 2: Personal Response
● Unit A2 1: Personal and Critical Investigation
● Unit A2 2: Thematic Outcome

Skills Developed

Studying art and design helps develop key transferable skills and qualities which are highly sought after
by employers. These include creativity, problem-solving, resilience, imagination, empathy and
innovation. It also promotes:

● independent learning;
● personal development and motivation;
● the ability to find alternative approaches and take risks in creative pursuits; and
● aesthetic and intellectual capacities.

Higher order thinking skills such as researching, analysing and reflecting are fundamental to this
qualification. It provides students with opportunities to develop key skills needed for the world of work,
Further and Higher Education and provides a pathway to a future career in a
creative or cultural industries-related field.

Career Pathways

The creative industries are the fastest growing area of the economy and are vital to economic success.
Studying art, craft and design creates a pathway to a career in a creative industry-related field. Art
careers come in all shapes and sizes. There are art industry jobs creating original works, selling and
promoting them, and displaying them to the public in museums and galleries. There are jobs teaching
others about art and jobs helping people to express themselves through art. There are also lots of art
related jobs outside the world of art. Artistic vision and design skills are needed in areas such as
architecture, fashion, media, film and theatre.

For more information visit: https://ccea.org.uk/art-and-design
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Chemistry 
The  Chemistry specification encourages students to 
appreciate how society makes decisions about 
scientific issues and how chemistry contributes to the 
success of the economy and society.   
At AS, students learn about physical, inorganic and 
organic chemistry. At A2, they study higher concepts of 
analytical chemistry, transitions metal, 
electrochemistry and organic nitrogen chemistry.  
 
   
 

 

 

 
​For more information visit: 

GCE Chemistry (2016) | CCEA 

 

Content/Assessment 

There are six units :  

● Unit AS 1: Basic Concepts in Physical and Inorganic Chemistry 
● Unit AS 2: Further Physical and Inorganic Chemistry and an Introduction to Organic Chemistry 
● Unit AS 3: Basic Practical Chemistry 
● Unit A2 1: Further Physical and Organic Chemistry 
● Unit A2 2: Analytical, Transition Metals, Electrochemistry and Organic Nitrogen Chemistry 
● Unit A2 3: Further Practical Chemistry. 

Skills Developed 

The specification encourages students to develop higher order thinking skills, including planning, 
manipulative skills, data analysis, and interpreting and evaluating results in the practical assessments. 
Students develop their ability to apply their knowledge to unfamiliar situations. 

Students develop competence and ability in communication, practical, mathematical and 
problem-solving skills. They demonstrate a deep appreciation of scientific skills, and knowledge and 
understanding of how science works. Students also demonstrate that they understand and can apply 
key concepts. 

Career Pathways 

Analytical Chemistry ; Engineering ; Forensics ; Geochemistry ; Pharmacology ; Toxicology ; Medicine ; 
Veterinary ;  

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 

6



English Literature
The CCEA GCE English Literature specification
encourages students to be independent,
imaginative, critical and analytical readers. It aims
to increase their enjoyment of reading across three
key genres: prose, poetry and drama.

Students have opportunities to engage both with
set texts and with texts of their own choosing. They
explore various writers’ presentation of ideas and
the impact of their work on contemporary and
modern readers.

Content/Assessment

Unit AS 1: The Study of Poetry 1900–Present and Drama 1900–Present

Unit AS 2: The Study of Prose Pre 1900

Unit A2 1: Shakespearean Genres

Unit A2 2: The Study of Poetry Pre 1900 and Unseen Poetry

Unit A2 3: Internal Assessment.

Skills
Developedhttps://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/subjects/gce-english-literature-2016

This specification builds on learning from Key Stage 4 and gives students opportunities to continue to
develop the Cross-Curricular Skills and the Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities. There’s a focus on
skills in reading and evaluating the written word across various genres, conveying personal
interpretations through cogent organisation of ideas and well-constructed arguments. Students also
develop skills that will help them to manage information effectively, work independently and work with
others.

Career Pathways

Students of English Literature can go on to follow a wide range of careers including:
Teaching, Lecturing, Law, Media and Journalism, Writing, Advertising and Public Relations,
Theatre and Acting.

For more information visit: https://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/subjects/gce-english-literature-2016
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French
Studying GCE French will give you the opportunity
to develop an enthusiasm for and an understanding
of the French language and culture in a variety of
contexts and genres; communicate confidently,
clearly and effectively in the French language for a
range of purposes and develop knowledge and
understanding of societal, political and cultural
issues in French-speaking countries and
communities.

Content/Assessment

GCE French students will complete six exams during the two year course.
40% of A Level is completed in Year 13, 60% of A Level is completed in Year 14.
AS 1:Speaking 30% of AS Level, 12% of A Level
AS 2: Listening, Reading and Use of Language 40% of AS, 16% of A Level
Unit AS 3: Extended Writing 30% of AS Level, 12% of A Level
Unit A2 1: Speaking 18% of A Level
Unit A2 2: Listening and Reading 24% of A Level
Unit A2 3: Extended Writing 18% of A Level

Skills Developed

Language learning can open up a world of opportunities. The knowledge and advanced skills that
students acquire will help them progress to further study, higher education or employment and take
their place in a multilingual, global society.

Career Pathways

Many French students go on to have interesting and challenging careers, for example in  law,
accountancy, economics, communication, tourism, journalism, banking, teaching, lecturing, business
and much more.

For more information visit: https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/Specifications/GCE/GCE%20French

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Geography​ 
The interactions between people, places and their 
environment are at the core of geography. This new 
specification has been designed to provide young 
people with the knowledge and skills they need to 
be independent and successful geographers in this 
rapidly changing world. It reflects the 
multidisciplinary nature of the subject, and the skills 
developed will improve employability across the 
physical and natural sciences. 
 

 

 

 
​For more information visit: ​https://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/subjects/gce-geography-2018 

 

Content/Assessment 

There are 6 units in total for the A Level course and are as follows: 
 
AS 1: Physical Geography – External exam 1 hour 15 mins, 40% of AS, 16% of A level  
AS 2: Human Geography – External exam 1 hour 15 mins, 40% of AS, 16% of A level  
AS 3: Fieldwork Skills and Techniques – External exam 1 hour, 20% of AS, 8% of A level  
 
A2 1: Physical Processes, Landforms and Management – External exam 1 hour 30 mins, 24% of A level  
A2 2: Processes and Issues in Human Geography – External exam 1 hour 30 mins, 24% of A level  
A2 3: Decision-Making in Geography – External exam 1 hour 30 mins, 12% of A level 

Skills Developed 

Through your study of geography at A level you will develop a wide range of transferable and 
employment skills that will be valuable for the world of work including working as part of a team, 
problem-solving, decision-making, creative thinking and managing information.  Other transferable 
skills that will also be developed include investigating, collecting and recording data with accuracy, 
collating and evaluating information and being able to contribute to important debates on the current 
global issues. 

Career Pathways 

Many of the topics or issues that you will study will be reported in the media, for example, 
environmental concerns such as flooding, earthquakes and global warming as well as human issues 
including migration, conflict  and war. This close link between studying geography and global issues 
could lead to careers in aid work, environmental management or governmental occupations.  Many 
geography students go on to have successful and interesting careers in a diverse range of areas such 
as urban planning, cartography, GIS applications, climatology, environmental management, weather 
forecasting, research, teaching and demography.  

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

● Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
● Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
● Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

● application of number; 
● communication; 
● improving their own learning and performance; 
● ICT; 
● problem-solving; and 
● working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 
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It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 
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Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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History
Studying GCE History will give you the opportunity
to explore key political, economic and social events
which have helped shape our world today.  It will
build upon your understanding of the past and
ability to make links and draw comparisons with or
across different periods and aspects of the past.
You will be able to build upon your knowledge and
understanding of past events and the impact on
those events on our world today.  This in turn gives
you a better understanding of the consequences of
past actions on civilisations and a greater empathy for people of different cultures today.

Content/Assessment

AS 1: Historical Investigations and Interpretations - Germany 1918-1945
Worth 50% of AS, 20% of A Level

AS 2: Conflict and Change in Europe - Russia 1919-41
Worth 50% of AS, 20% of A Level

A2 1: Change Over Time - The Presidency of the USA 1901-2000
Worth 20% of A Level

A2 2: Historical Investigations and Interpretations - Partition of Ireland 1900-1925
Worth 40% of A Level

Skills Developed

This course will help develop and deploy a range of important skills such as collecting and evaluating
information, independent thought, weighing up the evidence that you have found and putting a case
together to support your conclusions. You will have the opportunity to develop your skills and increase
your self-confidence through researching, organising information, having a questioning approach to the
evidence before you, arguing a case, reaching balanced conclusions based on the evidence and writing
in a clear and coherent way.  These are skills which are highly desired by employers and will help you in
further education, to succeed in your chosen career as well as in everyday life.

Career Pathways

Many History students go on to have interesting and challenging careers, for example in the media, law,
communication, marketing, journalism, banking, politics, writing or editorial work, teaching, lecturing,
business or civil service. An interest in History may direct you to perhaps a more specialist career as an
archaeologist, archivist, historical researcher, solicitor, barrister, museum curator or genealogist.

For more information visit: https://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/subjects/gce-history-2019

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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History
Studying GCE History will give you the opportunity
to explore key political, economic and social events
which have helped shape our world today.  It will
build upon your understanding of the past and
ability to make links and draw comparisons with or
across different periods and aspects of the past.
You will be able to build upon your knowledge and
understanding of past events and the impact on
those events on our world today.  This in turn gives
you a better understanding of the consequences of
past actions on civilisations and a greater empathy for people of different cultures today.

Content/Assessment

AS 1: Historical Investigations and Interpretations - Germany 1918-1945
Worth 50% of AS, 20% of A Level

AS 2: Conflict and Change in Europe - Russia 1919-41
Worth 50% of AS, 20% of A Level

A2 1: Change Over Time - The Presidency of the USA 1901-2000
Worth 20% of A Level

A2 2: Historical Investigations and Interpretations - Partition of Ireland 1900-1925
Worth 40% of A Level

Skills Developed

This course will help develop and deploy a range of important skills such as collecting and evaluating
information, independent thought, weighing up the evidence that you have found and putting a case
together to support your conclusions. You will have the opportunity to develop your skills and increase
your self-confidence through researching, organising information, having a questioning approach to the
evidence before you, arguing a case, reaching balanced conclusions based on the evidence and writing
in a clear and coherent way.  These are skills which are highly desired by employers and will help you in
further education, to succeed in your chosen career as well as in everyday life.

Career Pathways

Many History students go on to have interesting and challenging careers, for example in the media, law,
communication, marketing, journalism, banking, politics, writing or editorial work, teaching, lecturing,
business or civil service. An interest in History may direct you to perhaps a more specialist career as an
archaeologist, archivist, historical researcher, solicitor, barrister, museum curator or genealogist.

For more information visit: https://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/subjects/gce-history-2019

 

Irish​ 
 

Studying GCE Irish will give you the opportunity to 
develop an enthusiasm for and an understanding of 
the Irish language and culture in a variety of 
contexts and genres; communicate confidently, 
clearly and effectively in the Irish language for a 
range of purposes and develop knowledge and 
understanding of societal, political and cultural 
issues in Irish-speaking countries and 
communities. 

 

 

 

 
​For more information visit: ​https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/Specifications/GCE/GCE%20Irish 

 

Content/Assessment 

GCE Irish students will complete six exams during the two year course 
40% of A Level is completed in Year 13, 60% of A Level is completed in Year 14   
AS 1:Speaking 
30% of AS Level, 12% of A Level 
AS 2: Listening, Reading and Use of Language 
40% of AS, 16% of A Level 
Unit AS 3: Extended Writing 
30% of AS Level, 12% of A Level 
Unit A2 1: Speaking 
18% of A Level 
Unit A2 2: Listening and Reading 
24% of A Level 
Unit A2 3: Extended Writing 
18% of A Level 

Skills Developed 

Language learning can open up a world of opportunities. The knowledge and advanced skills that 
students acquire will help them progress to further study, higher education or employment and take 
their place in a multilingual, global society. 

Career Pathways 

Many Irish students go on to have interesting and challenging careers, for example in the media, law, 
film, communication, tourism, journalism, banking, teaching, lecturing, business and much more.  

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

● Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
● Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
● Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

● application of number; 
● communication; 
● improving their own learning and performance; 
● ICT; 
● problem-solving; and 
● working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Mathematics
A-level Mathematics aims to encourage students
to: understand mathematics and mathematical
processes, provide a strong foundation for
progress to further study, extend their range of
mathematical skills and knowledge, apply
mathematics to other fields of study, reason
logically, use their mathematical skills to solve
challenging problems and communicate
effectively. It is recommended that students have
a Grade A in GCSE Mathematics following the M4
and M8 GCSE route. GCSE Further Mathematics is not essential to study A-Level Mathematics but is
beneficial.

Content Assessment Weighting

AS 1: Pure Mathematics 1 hour 45 minutes 60% of AS   24% of A2

AS 2: Applied Mathematics 1 hour 15 minutes 40% of AS   16% of A2

A2 1: Pure Mathematics 2 hours 30 minutes 36% of A2

A2 2: Applied Mathematics 1 hour 30 minutes 24% of A2

Skills Developed

The course provides opportunities for developing and generating evidence of the key skills of
communications, application of number, working with others while consistently developing problem
solving skills.  It develops a love for and an enjoyment of all aspects of Mathematics while providing
evidence of a willingness to work, a desire to succeed and a positive attitude.

Career Pathways

Mathematics, Economics, Medicine, Architecture, Engineering, Business and Finance, Accountancy,
Computer Science, Natural Science and Education

For more information visit: https://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/subjects/gce-mathematics-2018

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Mathematics
A-level Mathematics aims to encourage students
to: understand mathematics and mathematical
processes, provide a strong foundation for
progress to further study, extend their range of
mathematical skills and knowledge, apply
mathematics to other fields of study, reason
logically, use their mathematical skills to solve
challenging problems and communicate
effectively. It is recommended that students have
a Grade A in GCSE Mathematics following the M4
and M8 GCSE route. GCSE Further Mathematics is not essential to study A-Level Mathematics but is
beneficial.

Content Assessment Weighting

AS 1: Pure Mathematics 1 hour 45 minutes 60% of AS   24% of A2

AS 2: Applied Mathematics 1 hour 15 minutes 40% of AS   16% of A2

A2 1: Pure Mathematics 2 hours 30 minutes 36% of A2

A2 2: Applied Mathematics 1 hour 30 minutes 24% of A2

Skills Developed

The course provides opportunities for developing and generating evidence of the key skills of
communications, application of number, working with others while consistently developing problem
solving skills.  It develops a love for and an enjoyment of all aspects of Mathematics while providing
evidence of a willingness to work, a desire to succeed and a positive attitude.

Career Pathways

Mathematics, Economics, Medicine, Architecture, Engineering, Business and Finance, Accountancy,
Computer Science, Natural Science and Education

For more information visit: https://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/subjects/gce-mathematics-2018

 

Music​ 
Music is one of the most important and powerful 
means of human expression.  Through 
performance, composition and the many fields of 
critical and historical study, we are able to express 
our creativity, intellect and emotions.  Music is a 
subject that trains the student in a diversity of skills 
that can be transferred into other areas. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Please note: Students wishing to pursue Music at AS/A2 level should have experience of taking 
extra-curricular music lessons on an instrument or voice. There is a minimum standard Grade 4 required 
for AS and Grade 6 for A2 in performance to have access to the top mark bands. It is advised that 
students will also have studied GCSE Music or have prepared for Grade 3 Music Theory at least. 
 
​For more information visit: ​https://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/subjects/gce-music-2016 

 

Content/Assessment 

AS Music ​Areas of Study: Music for Orchestra 1700-1900, Anthems & Musicals 
Assessment: Solo Performance 32.5%, Composition 32.5% and Listening/written papers 35% 
 
A2 Music​ Areas of Study: Music for Orchestra in the 20th Century, Mass/Requiem & Secular Songs 
Assessment: Solo Performance 19.5%, Composition 19.5% and Listening/written papers 21% 

Skills Developed 

Listening, performing, self-discipline, the ability to cooperate with others and work as a team, 
coordination skills, ability to analyse, self-awareness and self-confidence, creativity using music 
technology, inventiveness and the ability to use your imagination and initiative.  

Career Pathways 

A career in music is the obvious choice for anyone with a strong interest in music.  Studying music at 
degree level opens the door to many careers.  Statistics show that employment prospects for music 
graduates are good.  Part of the reason for this is that the transferable skills gained in studying music 
are vast and find their application both inside and outside the music industry.  The music industry is 
one of the largest in the world and falls into two categories.  On the one hand, there are performers and 
composers who create music, on the other, the administrators, publishers, record companies, 
instrument manufacturers, teachers, librarians, broadcasters and journalists who work with music. 

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

● Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
● Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
● Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

● application of number; 
● communication; 
● improving their own learning and performance; 
● ICT; 
● problem-solving; and 
● working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Nutrition and Food 
Science   
Subject Description 
Nutrition and Food Science focuses on good nutrition 
as an important part of leading a healthy lifestyle. 
Eating healthy food can help to reduce the risk of 
chronic illness and promote overall health. 
Students who continue to A2 may choose to examine 
consumer behaviour when making food purchasing 
decisions and consider the issues and implications of 
consumer food choice (Food Security and 
Sustainability). Alternatively, they might explore 
securing a safe food supply from the primary producer to the consumer (Food Safety and Quality). 
 

 

 

For more information visit: 

​https://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/subjects/gce-nutrition-and-food-science-2016 

 

Content/Assessment 

Unit AS 1: Principles of Nutrition 
Worth 50% of AS, 20% of A Level  
 
Unit AS 2: Diet, Lifestyle and Health 
Worth 50% of AS, 20% of A Level  

Unit A2 1: Option A - Food Security and Sustainability ​or ​Option B - Food Safety and Quality  
Worth 30% of A Level  

Unit A2 2: Research Project 
Worth 30% of A Level  

Skills Developed 

The specification helps students to develop skills such as higher-order critical thinking skills 
(problem-solving and decision-making), and personal capabilities such as self-management and 
working with others. 
 

Career Pathways 

Students of Nutrition and food Science can go on to follow a wide range of careers including: Dietetics, 
Human Nutrition, Food Product Development / Food Technologist, Food Management and Marketing, 
Quality Assurance, Environmental Health, Consumer Business Management, Sports Studies, Medical 
professions and many more. 

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
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●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
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Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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consumer behaviour when making food purchasing 
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Content/Assessment 

Unit AS 1: Principles of Nutrition 
Worth 50% of AS, 20% of A Level  
 
Unit AS 2: Diet, Lifestyle and Health 
Worth 50% of AS, 20% of A Level  

Unit A2 1: Option A - Food Security and Sustainability ​or ​Option B - Food Safety and Quality  
Worth 30% of A Level  

Unit A2 2: Research Project 
Worth 30% of A Level  

Skills Developed 

The specification helps students to develop skills such as higher-order critical thinking skills 
(problem-solving and decision-making), and personal capabilities such as self-management and 
working with others. 
 

Career Pathways 

Students of Nutrition and food Science can go on to follow a wide range of careers including: Dietetics, 
Human Nutrition, Food Product Development / Food Technologist, Food Management and Marketing, 
Quality Assurance, Environmental Health, Consumer Business Management, Sports Studies, Medical 
professions and many more. 

Physics
The CCEA GCE Physics specification encourages
students to develop their enthusiasm for the
subject and an interest in further studies and
careers in physics.

Students develop essential knowledge and
understanding of different areas of physics and
how they relate to each other.

Content/Assessment

The specification has six units :

● Unit AS 1: Forces, Energy and Electricity
● Unit AS 2: Waves, Photons and Astronomy
● Unit AS 3: Practical Techniques and Data Analysis
● Unit A2 1: Deformation of Solids, Thermal Physics, Circular Motion, Oscillations and Atomic

and Nuclear Physics
● Unit A2 2: Fields, Capacitors and Particle Physics
● Unit A2 3: Practical Techniques and Data Analysis

Skills Developed

Students develop competence in a range of practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills. They
develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of scientific skills, and knowledge and understanding
of how science works.

The specification helps students to develop advanced study skills, providing a firm grounding for
students wishing to progress to higher education in physics or related subjects such as engineering or
electronics. Higher education courses in these subjects usually require an A level qualification in
physics for entry.

Career Pathways

Aerospace Engineering ; Civil Engineering ;  Mathematics ; Space science ; Physicist ; Biophysicist ;
Architecture ; Computer programming

For more information visit :

GCE Physics (2016) | CCEA

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

● Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
● Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
● Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

● application of number; 
● communication; 
● improving their own learning and performance; 
● ICT; 
● problem-solving; and 
● working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 

15



 

Religious Studies​ 
 
 
GCE Religious Studies offers an academic 
approach to the study of religion, ethics and 
philosophy. As a Religious Studies student, you will 
discuss, debate and critically evaluate 
contemporary religious ideas. You will also 
investigate and speculate about the ultimate 
meaning and purpose of life in our modern world. 
 
 

 

 

 
​For more information visit: ​https://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/subjects/gce-religious-studies-2016  

 

Content/Assessment 

Students are assessed at the end of Yr 13 by completing two 1 hour 20 minute examinations on: 
● Unit AS 5: The Celtic Church in Ireland in the Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Centuries 
● Unit AS 7: Foundations of Ethics with Special Reference to Issues in Medical Ethics 

 
Students are assessed at the end of Yr 14 by completing two 2 hour examinations on;. 

● Unit A2 5: Themes in the Celtic Church, Reformation and Post-Reformation Church 
● Unit A2 7: Global Ethics 

Skills Developed 

Religious Studies helps students develop marketable skills and aptitudes including: analytical and 
strategic thinking; critical judgment and research skills; an ability to 'understand both sides' and 
negotiate and resolve conflict; problem-solving and leadership skills; understanding of the impact of 
conflicting ideologies; and an appreciation of human diversity, belief systems, cultural and spiritual 
experiences. 

Career Pathways 

Students of religious studies can go on to have careers in areas such as teaching, medicine, law, public 
service, advice work, counselling, journalism, ministry, social work, charity organisations, youth work 
and community work.  

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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AQA Technology and 
Design 
 
This creative and thought-provoking qualification 
gives students the practical skills, theoretical 
knowledge and confidence to succeed in a number 
of careers. Especially those in the creative 
industries. They will investigate historical, social, 
cultural, environmental and economic influences on 
design and technology, whilst enjoying opportunities 
to put their learning into practice by producing 
prototypes of their choice. Students will gain a real 
understanding of what it means to be a designer, alongside the knowledge and skills sought by higher 
education and employers. 
There will no longer be an AS qualification offered in Design Technology. 
 

 

 

 
​For more information visit: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/as-and-a-level/design-and-technology-produc
t-design-7552 

 

 

Content/Assessment 

Paper 1: Technical Principles. Written exam 2.5 hours. 30% 

Paper 2: Design and making principles. Written exam 1.5 hours. 20% (15% of paper is math based) 

NEA (Non-Exam Assessment) Practical application of technical principles, designing and making 
principles. Substantial design and make project. 50% 

Skills Developed 

The specification is modern and relevant, so students can learn about contemporary technologies, 
materials and processes, as well as established practices. 
There is an emphasis on understanding and applying the iterative design processes. Students will use 
their creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems, 
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. 

Career Pathways 

Architecture, Quantity Surveying, Lecturer, Teacher, Product Designer, Mechanical, Electrical, Civil, 
Biomedical or Electronic Engineering, Educational Advisor. 

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

● Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
● Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
● Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

● application of number; 
● communication; 
● improving their own learning and performance; 
● ICT; 
● problem-solving; and 
● working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Health and Social Care 
(Single Award)​ 
 
Subject Description 
The CCEA Advanced GCE in Health and Social Care 
offers students the opportunity to develop skills, 
knowledge and understanding that provide a broad 
educational basis that will advantage them when 
entering into employment or higher education 
within the health and social care sector.  
 

 

 

 
​For more information visit: 
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/Specifications/GCE/GCE%20Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20
%282016%29/GCE%20Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20%282016% 

 

 

Content/Assessment 

AS1 - Promoting Quality Care - internal assessment - 25% of AS, 10% of A level 
AS2 - Communication in Health, Social Care and Early Years Settings - internal assessment - 25% of AS, 
10% of A level 
AS3 - Health and Well-Being - external written examination - 50% of AS, 20% of A level 
 
A23 - Providing Services - external written examination - 30% of A level 
A24 - Public Health and Health Promotion - internal assessment - 15% of A level 
A25 - Supporting the Family - internal assessment - 15% of A level 

Skills Developed 

The specification helps students to  develop many skills such as higher order critical thinking skills, 
communication skills, working collaboratively, analytical skills  and self-management skills. 

Career Pathways 

Many students with a qualification in GCE Applied Health and Social Care go on to degree-level study in 
a variety of subjects such as health studies, nursing and/or social work. Some students go straight into 
employment in the field of health and social care. 

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Health and Social Care 
(Single Award)​ 
 
Subject Description 
The CCEA Advanced GCE in Health and Social Care 
offers students the opportunity to develop skills, 
knowledge and understanding that provide a broad 
educational basis that will advantage them when 
entering into employment or higher education 
within the health and social care sector.  
 

 

 

 
​For more information visit: 
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/Specifications/GCE/GCE%20Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20
%282016%29/GCE%20Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20%282016% 

 

 

Content/Assessment 

AS1 - Promoting Quality Care - internal assessment - 25% of AS, 10% of A level 
AS2 - Communication in Health, Social Care and Early Years Settings - internal assessment - 25% of AS, 
10% of A level 
AS3 - Health and Well-Being - external written examination - 50% of AS, 20% of A level 
 
A23 - Providing Services - external written examination - 30% of A level 
A24 - Public Health and Health Promotion - internal assessment - 15% of A level 
A25 - Supporting the Family - internal assessment - 15% of A level 

Skills Developed 

The specification helps students to  develop many skills such as higher order critical thinking skills, 
communication skills, working collaboratively, analytical skills  and self-management skills. 

Career Pathways 

Many students with a qualification in GCE Applied Health and Social Care go on to degree-level study in 
a variety of subjects such as health studies, nursing and/or social work. Some students go straight into 
employment in the field of health and social care. 

Health and Social Care
(Double Award)
The CCEA Advanced GCE in Health and Social Care
offers students the opportunity to develop skills,
knowledge and understanding that provide a broad
educational basis that will advantage them when
entering into employment or higher education
within the health and social care sector.

Content/Assessment

AS1 - Promoting Quality Care - internal assessment – 12.5% of AS, 5% of A level
AS2 - Communication in Health, Social Care and Early Years Settings - internal assessment – 12.5% of
AS, 5% of A level
AS3 - Health and Well-Being - external written examination - 25% of AS, 10% of A level
AS4 – Safeguarding Children – internal assessment – 12.5% of AS, 5% of A level
AS5 – Adult Service Users – external written examination – 25% of AS, 10% of A level
AS6 – Holistic Therapies – internal assessment – 12.5% of AS, 5% of A level
A21 – Applied Research – internal assessment – 7.5% of A level
A22 – Body Systems and Physiological Disorders – internal assessment – 7.5% of A level
A23 - Providing Services - external written examination - 15% of A level
A24 - Public Health and Health Promotion - internal assessment – 7.5% of A level
A25 - Supporting the Family - internal assessment – 7.5% of A level
A27 - Human Nutrition and Health - external written examination - 15% of A level

Skills Developed

The specification helps students to  develop many skills such as higher order critical thinking skills,
communication skills, working collaboratively, analytical skills  and self-management skills.

Career Pathways

Many students with a qualification in GCE Applied Health and Social Care go on to degree-level study in
a variety of subjects such as health studies, nursing and/or social work. Some students go straight into
employment in the field of health and social care.

For more information visit:
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/Specifications/GCE/GCE%20Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20
%282016%29/GCE%20Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20%282016%

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

● Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
● Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
● Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

● application of number; 
● communication; 
● improving their own learning and performance; 
● ICT; 
● problem-solving; and 
● working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Software Systems 
Development​ 
This course is designed to equip students for 
higher level study within the software development 
industry.  It is an applied qualification which helps 
students to develop the knowledge, understanding 
and skills required to work in software 
development.  ​It is recommended that students 
have a grade A at GCSE Digital Technology to study 
Software Systems Development.  
 

 

 

​For more information visit: 
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/Specifications/GCE/GCE%20Software%20Systems%20Developme
nt%20%282016%29/GCE%20Software%20Systems%20Development%20%282016%29-specification-Sta
ndard_1.pdf 

 

Content/Assessment 

The two Year 13 units are:  
● AS1: Introduction to Object Oriented Development (external written examination paper of 2 

hours). This unit is 50% of AS and 20% of A-Level. 
● AS2: Event Driven Programming (internally assessed through a portfolio of work which is a 

programming project). This unit is 50% of AS and 20% of A-Level. 
 
The two Year 14 units are:  

● A2 1: Systems Approaches and Databases Concepts (external written examination paper of 2 
hours with questions based on a pre-release case study). This unit is 30% of A-Level. 

● A2 2: Implementing Solutions (internally assessed with a pre-release case study and a portfolio 
of work which is a programming project). This unit is 30% of A-Level.  

Skills Developed 

A genuine interest in software systems development with a focus on programming; an understanding 
of systems approaches and modelling techniques; software development skills that will prepare 
students for work in today’s software industry; development of a software project using a complete 
software development process; apply skills to relevant work-related scenarios; work with others in 
group settings and research, develop and present findings in a variety of formats. 

Career Pathways 

Web Developer/Designer; Computer Programmer; Database Administrator; Software Developer; Quality 
Assurance or Test Engineer; Business Analyst; Project Manager; Scrum Master; Product Manager; 
Software Designer; No or Low-Code Developer; Cyber Security Analyst; Game Developer; Information 
Systems Manager; IT consultant; Multimedia Programmer. 

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Business (BTEC Level 3 
RQF Extended 
Certificate)​ 
 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended  
Certificate in Business (2016) is designed for those 
who aim to progress to higher education and 
ultimately to employment in the business sector. 
The qualification is equivalent to one A Level and 
aims to provide a coherent introduction to the 
business sector.  
 

 

 

 
​For more information visit: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/business-2016.html#Business  

 

Content/Assessment 

There are four units (3 mandatory and one optional). Two units are internally assessed and two are 
externally assessed. The units are:  

● Exploring Business (25% of final grade) 
● Developing a Marketing Campaign (25% of final grade) 
● Personal and Business Finance (33% of final grade)  
● Optional Unit (17% of final grade) 

Final grades are awarded as Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass.  

Skills Developed 

The skills developed in BTEC Business Studies include enhanced leadership skills, as you will engage in 
a range of learning situations; research skills, by learning about different business models and 
organisations, plus communication, presentation and ICT skills. 
BTEC Business Studies offers substantial insights into real world business and provides opportunities 
to apply knowledge and analysis skills into business organisations at local, national and international 
level.A greater level of personal independence is also achieved by learning how to manage your 
workload. 

Career Pathways 

Studying Business Studies opens the way to many career opportunities including communications, 
advertising and marketing, accountancy, law, interactive multimedia design, property investment, 
teaching and business management.  

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

● Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
● Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
● Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

● application of number; 
● communication; 
● improving their own learning and performance; 
● ICT; 
● problem-solving; and 
● working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Children’s Play, Learning 
and Development (BTEC 
Level 3 RQF Extended 
Certificate)​ 
 
Subject Description 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended  
Certificate in CPLD (2016) is designed for those 
who aim to progress to higher education and 
ultimately to employment in the care sector. The qualification is equivalent to one A Level and aims to 
offer a broad basis of study for the health sector. 
Final grades are awarded as Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass. 
 
Work Placement Requirements: Minimum Length 50 hours  
Setting requirements – at least one setting, with children from birth to seven years 11 months 
 

 

 

 
​For more information visit: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Childrens-Play-Learning-and-Dev
elopment/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446938256_BTECNationals_CPLD_ExtCert
_Spec_Iss2v3S9.pdf 

 

Content/Assessment 

Unit 1 – Children’s Development (mandatory and external). Written examination – 1 hour 45 minutes. 

Unit 2 – Development of Children’s Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills (mandatory and 
external). Task set and marked by Pearson and completed under supervised conditions.  

Unit 3 – Play and Learning (Mandatory, synoptic and internal). This unit requires learners to apply 
learning from across the qualification to the completion of a defined vocational task 

Plus, one optional unit (internal) 

Skills Developed 

The specification helps students to  develop many skills such as higher order critical thinking skills, 
communication skills, working collaboratively, analytical skills  and self-management skills. 

Career Pathways 

Achievement of this qualification can support progression to professions such as Nursing, Counselling 
and many more. 

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Children’s Play, Learning 
and Development (BTEC 
Level 3 RQF Extended 
Certificate)​ 
 
Subject Description 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended  
Certificate in CPLD (2016) is designed for those 
who aim to progress to higher education and 
ultimately to employment in the care sector. The qualification is equivalent to one A Level and aims to 
offer a broad basis of study for the health sector. 
Final grades are awarded as Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass. 
 
Work Placement Requirements: Minimum Length 50 hours  
Setting requirements – at least one setting, with children from birth to seven years 11 months 
 

 

 

 
​For more information visit: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Childrens-Play-Learning-and-Dev
elopment/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446938256_BTECNationals_CPLD_ExtCert
_Spec_Iss2v3S9.pdf 

 

Content/Assessment 

Unit 1 – Children’s Development (mandatory and external). Written examination – 1 hour 45 minutes. 

Unit 2 – Development of Children’s Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills (mandatory and 
external). Task set and marked by Pearson and completed under supervised conditions.  

Unit 3 – Play and Learning (Mandatory, synoptic and internal). This unit requires learners to apply 
learning from across the qualification to the completion of a defined vocational task 

Plus, one optional unit (internal) 

Skills Developed 

The specification helps students to  develop many skills such as higher order critical thinking skills, 
communication skills, working collaboratively, analytical skills  and self-management skills. 

Career Pathways 

Achievement of this qualification can support progression to professions such as Nursing, Counselling 
and many more. 

 

Engineering (BTEC Level 
3 RQF Extended 
Certificate)​ 
The BTEC qualifications in this specification are 
designed to provide highly specialist, work-related 
qualifications in a range of vocational sectors. They 
give learners the knowledge, understanding and 
skills that they need to prepare for employment. 
These qualifications accredit the achievement for 
courses and programmes of study for full-time or 
part-time learners in schools, colleges and other training provider organisations. The qualifications 
provide career development opportunities for those already in work, and progression opportunities to 
higher education, degree and professional development programmes within the same or related areas of 
study, within universities and other institutions. 
 

 

 

 
​For more information visit: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Engineering/2010/Specification/9
781446934647_BTEC_90c_L3_Eng_Iss4.pdf 

 

Content/Assessment 

Same size as 1 A Level Applied General 
Total units - 4 : 3 Mandatory Units PLUS 1 Optional Unit  
4 units are covered over the 2 years and they are: 

● Unit 1    Engineering Principles (120 GLH) 
● Unit 2    Delivery of Engineering Processes Safely as a Team (60 GLH) 
● Unit 3    Engineering Product Design and Manufacture (120 GLH) 
● And one other Optional unit (60GLH) 

Unit 1 is a maths/physics unit. Unit 2 is a coursework unit which focuses heavily on the CAD element. 
Unit 3 consists of an 8-hour exam on engineering theory which is carried out over 5 days. The theory for 
this unit is partially covered by the student as research into a given brief. 

Skills Developed 

Work-related learning, giving learners an edge and opening the door to higher education or employment 
in the engineering sector. Clear progression routes into higher education when taken alongside other 
courses, an apprenticeship or training routes in the legal sector. Transferable skills development such 
as case study research, teamwork and client communication. 

Career Pathways 

Aerospace Engineer, Biomedical Engineer, Chemical Engineer, Civil Engineer, Electrical Engineer, 
Environmental Engineer, Industrial Engineer, Mechanical Engineer, Engineering Technician 

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

● Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
● Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
● Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

● application of number; 
● communication; 
● improving their own learning and performance; 
● ICT; 
● problem-solving; and 
● working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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IT (BTEC Level 3 RQF 
Extended Certificate)​ 
 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate in Information Technology (2016) is 
designed for those who are interested in studying 
the creation of IT systems to manage and share 
information with a view to progressing to higher 
education and ultimately to employment in the IT 
sector.  The qualification is the equivalent to one A 
Level. 
 

 

 

​For more information visit: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Information-Technology/2016/sp
ecification-and-sample-assessments/specification-pearson-btec-level-3-national-extended-certificate-
in-information-technology.pdf 

 

Content/Assessment 

There are four units (three mandatory and one optional).  Two units are externally assessed and two 
are internally assessed.  The units are: 

● Information Technology Systems (mandatory unit, externally assessed) 
● Creating Systems to Manage Information (mandatory unit, externally assessed) 
● Using Social Media in Business (mandatory unit, internally assessed) 
● EITHER Data Modelling OR Website Development (optional unit, internally assessed) 

Final grades are awarded as Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass. 

Skills Developed 

The skills developed in BTEC IT include: 
● cognitive and problem-solving skills: use critical thinking, approach non-routine problems, 

applying expert and creative solutions, use systems and technology 
● intrapersonal skills: communicating, working collaboratively, negotiating, influencing, 

self-presentation 
● interpersonal skills: self-management, adaptability and resilience, self-monitoring and 

development. 
● transferable skills: the ability to learn independently, research actively and methodically and 

give presentations   

Career Pathways 

Studying IT opens the way to many career opportunities including network management, website 
design, graphic design, software engineering, technical support, telecommunications, systems analysis, 
database management, programming, systems development, teaching and project management. 

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Sport (BTEC Level 3 RQF 
Extended Certificate)​ 
 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended  
Certificate in Sport (2016) is designed for those 
who aim to progress to higher education and 
ultimately to employment in the Sport and Leisure 
sector. The qualification is equivalent to one A 
Level and aims to offer a broad basis of study for 
the Sport sector. 
 
Final grades are awarded as Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass. 
 

 

 

 
​For more information visit 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-2016.html  

 

 

Content/Assessment 

There are four units (3 mandatory and one optional). Two units are internally assessed and two are 

externally assessed. The units are: 

Unit 1: Anatomy & Physiology (external exam)  

Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being (external exam) 

Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry (Internal assessment – portfolio) 

Unit 5: Application of Fitness Testing (Internal assessment – portfolio)  

Skills Developed 

Students will develop many skills including teamwork, leadership, communication, organisation, ICT 
and problem solving. 

Career Pathways 

Career opportunities in sport related careers including teaching, physiotherapy, coaching, psychology, 
nutrition, sports science and personal training.  

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

● Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
● Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
● Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

● application of number; 
● communication; 
● improving their own learning and performance; 
● ICT; 
● problem-solving; and 
● working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Sport (BTEC Level 3 RQF
National Diploma)
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in
Sport (2016) is designed for those who aim to
progress to higher education and ultimately to
employment in the Sport and Leisure sector. The
qualification is equivalent to two A Levels and aims
to offer a broad basis of study for the Sport sector.

Final grades are awarded as Distinction*,
Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Content/Assessment

There are nine units (6 mandatory and three optional). Three units are externally assessed and six are

internally assessed. The Mandatory units are:

Unit 1: Anatomy & Physiology (external exam)

Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being (external exam)

Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry (Internal assessment – portfolio)

Unit 4: Sports leadership (Internal assessment - portfolio)

Unit 22: Investigating Business in Sport and the Active Leisure Industry (external exam)

Unit 23: Skill Acquisition in Sport (Internal assessment- portfolio)

Skills Developed

Students will develop many skills including teamwork, leadership, communication, organisation, ICT
and problem solving.

Career Pathways

Career opportunities in sport related careers including teaching, physiotherapy, coaching, psychology,
nutrition, sports science and personal training.

For more information visit:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-2016.html

 

Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

● Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
● Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
● Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

● application of number; 
● communication; 
● improving their own learning and performance; 
● ICT; 
● problem-solving; and 
● working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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Agriculture and Land Use 
The CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
specification supports students’ development as 
individuals and skilled contributors to the 
land-based industries. 
 
This applied qualification appeals to young people 
from the agricultural sector and to those who are 
interested in working in the wider land-based and 
environmental industries. 
 

 

 

 
For more information visit  : 
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-agriculture-and-land-use-2019 

 

Content/Assessment 

This specification is unitised, so it’s possible to take part of the assessment at the end of the first year 
of study.  
The specification has three units: 

●Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 
●Unit 2: Animals on the Land 
●Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and Land Use 

Skills Developed 

Students develop their scientific knowledge in relevant, enjoyable and work-related contexts.  
It gives students further opportunities to achieve their potential and develop skills for life.  
These skills include: 

●application of number; 
●communication; 
●improving their own learning and performance; 
●ICT; 
●problem-solving; and 
●working with others. 

Students develop core knowledge about the land-based and environmental sector and the skills 
required to work in it. They also develop skills to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices in this sector. 

Career Pathways 

Examples of some careers that a GCSE Agriculture and Land Use student could pursue :  
Farmer,  grower,  food processor,  conservation worker, agricultural contractor,  feed merchant, 
agri-sales,  agricultural engineer or agronomist 
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